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Utilizing a sociological perspective at a 
Business School
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▪We discuss:
▪ Power structures
▪ Critical theory 
▪ Reflective exercise 
▪ bell hooks, Kimberle Crenshaw, Sara Ahmed
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What kind of businesses they want to build 
and what kind of “CSR” and “Diversity and 

Inclusion” experts they want to be?
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Doing and teaching business in a 
“non-normative” way
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In developing good practices that will 
strengthen innovation ecosystems and resolve 
the challenges related to the sustainability of 

the companies, I argue that it is important that 
we revisit the role of business and begin to 

develop a different mindset that could change 
how we relate to business and its challenges
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Rather than accepting that the capitalist, 
growth-oriented, and profit-driven model is the 
only effective mechanism to do business, I like 

to challenge that
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And rather than selling social entrepreneurship 
as an alternative model, I argue that the 

"social" that is usually associated with social 
entrepreneurship should be an embedded part 

of every business no matter that the business 
model is
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How our business practices impact our 
environment and how we can build business 

models that provide solutions in a 
transformative manner?
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What kind of businesses they want to build 
and what kind of “CSR” and “Diversity and 

Inclusion” experts they want to be?
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The challenge with mainstreaming CSR, DEI, and 
sustainability concepts and strategies in traditional 

models is that if they become checklists for the sake 
of compliance, they lose their transformative power 

and possibility 
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Build A Social Entrepreneurial Mindset?
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A social entrepreneurial mindset that challenges 
every business owner (not just those working on 

social entrepreneurship) to reflect on:
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Building critical thinking and 
reflection skills in yourself  

and your team that will push 
you to consider the impact of  

your enterprise beyond the 
lens of  profit

Consistently revisit your 
values and realign your work 

to them and develop new 
models of  doing business 

that challenge existing ones

Consider Bowen who wrote 
in 1953 that our critical role 
as business owners is to solve 
problems; companies must 
develop policies and make 

decisions that are in line with 
society's main objectives and 

values (Bowen, 1953)
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