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About Me

ecosystem/infrastructure building for African 
tech, entrepreneurship, and innovation 

research on tech hubs, shared ownership 
and venture capital in Africa

podcasting on the trajectory of tech & VC 
in Africa



The Role of Hubs in Startup Ecosystems

Hub Approach Services

Startup creation

Start and develop new 
growth-oriented startups

Mentoring, business and 
marketing support, seed 
funding, networking, 
acceleration, office space

Skills development

Broaden talent pool and 
train start-up founders and 
employees

Trainings, workshops, 
clinics, courses

Convene stakeholder 
groups and activate 
communities

Mentorship, coaching, 
business development

● Tech-enabled 
entrepreneurship 
could be a key driver 
of economic growth

● Hubs build 
businesses and 
create community

● Hubs can help to 
build startup skills 
and capacity 



Why Silicon Valley-Style VC Might Mismatch African Realities

African market and consumer characteristics

Returns potential 

Capital and deal flow availability

Fund structures



How Startups Navigate African Market Realities

Tackle BIG problems

Build infrastructure

Pursue mass markets

Leverage local knowledge



How Funds Navigate African Market Realities

Solve BIG problems

Assess and mitigate risk

Make savvy investments

Leverage local knowledge



Principles for Understanding African Tech & VC

SMEs power tech startups by buying from them + funding/supplying SMEs is a VC opportunity.

Fintech is a key enabler for digitizing African economies because it provides foundational infrastructure.

African consumers may have limited purchasing power, but consumption can be increased and enabled.

Now is the time for Africans to solve their own problems and build their own future.

The future of African venture opportunities is digitizing African economies.

Africa-focused funds (as do most VCs), have an uphill battle to develop working business models.

Principle 1

Principle 2

Principle 3

Principle 4

Principle 5

Principle 6



Thoughts on the Fintech Opportunity…




