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Innovation & Collaboration

“If a building doesn’t encourage [collaboration], you’ll lose a lot of innovation and the 
magic that’s sparked by serendipity. So we designed the building to make people get out 
of their offices and mingle in the central atrium with people they might not otherwise 
see.” – Steve Jobs
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Role of Innovation Hubs
Drives Existing National Policies / Agenda

Use case: Ghana
National Entrepreneurship & Innovation Programme 

• Implementation – reduced the cost of 
implementation

• Help to sustain by creating and managing the 
community of practice

– Youth in Innovative Agriculture
– YouStart
– Presidential Pitch

African DIHs need to learn from European
Counterparts on engaging government
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Role of Hubs

Influence New Policies

Use case: Nigeria and Ghana

National Start-up Bill
o Nigeria gets it signed
o Ghana’s draft at parliament

Social Enterprise Policy
• Ghana has a draft at parliament
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Role of Innovation Hubs

Drives Integration Across Borders

Better vehicle to implement cross border policies

Use case: AfriLabs
Pan-African network organisation of over 300 
Innovation centers across 50 African countries

Impact Hubs Network
Over 100 locations, across five continents and more 
than 50 countries.




